
MEDIC Dataset Release Agreement 

NON-EXCLUSIVE LICENSE AGREEMENT 

The MEDIC dataset was constructed by the USTC-AC Research Group, University of Science 

and Technology of China (USTC). The MEDIC dataset, comprising multimodal data collected from 

face-to-face psychological counseling sessions, is intended as a resource for developing, testing, 

and evaluating computational approaches to understanding and measuring empathy in therapeutic 

settings. The samples and annotation files in this dataset will be publicly available, but for 

RESEARCH PURPOSE ONLY. USTC-AC is serving as the technical agent for the distribution of 

the dataset and reserves the copyright of all the data in the dataset, including all the visual features, 

audio features, and text files.  

The Licensee’s researchers who request the MEDIC dataset must sign this non-exclusive 

license agreement and thereby agree to obey the restrictions listed in this document. The researcher(s) 

agrees to the following restrictions on using the MEDIC dataset:  

1. This agreement grants a non-exclusive, non-transferable, revocable, and limited license to 

the Licensee to use the dataset for the purpose of undertaking the Licensed Research Activity only, 

NON-COMMERCIAL USE. The dataset must not be used for any commercial purposes. This 

prohibits using the dataset, in whole or in part, for commercial exploitation, such as in sales, product 

promotions, public media releases, or in the development, training, or integration of algorithms or 

technologies intended for or incorporated into commercial products. 

2. The dataset will not be re-distributed, published, copied, or further disseminated in any way 

or form whatsoever, whether for profit or not. This includes any internal distribution within different 

facilities or organizational units of the requesting entity. 

3. The Licensee shall avoid using part of the data where the identity of individuals is readily 

recognizable from such part either as a stand-alone extract or where combined with other materials. 

Additionally, the Licensee is prohibited from attempting to recover the original person information 

on the processed data. This includes but is not limited to recovering faces from visual features as 

well as recovering original audio from audio features. In the event of any unintended disclosure or 

identification of individuals from the dataset, the Licensee must immediately report such instances 

to USTC-AC and take prompt corrective action. 

4. The primary signee of this document must hold a permanent position at an academic institute. 

Other researchers affiliated with the same academic institute as the primary signee may be named 

at the end of this document. The primary signee will be responsible for their compliance with this 

Agreement, and this authorization will permit these additional researchers to work with the MEDIC 

dataset under the terms and conditions specified herein. 

5. The MEDIC dataset is provided without any warranty. The USTC-AC Research Group 

cannot be held accountable for any damage (physical, financial, or otherwise) caused by the use of 

the dataset. No legal claims of any kind can be derived from accepting and using the dataset. While 

efforts will be made to keep the dataset virus-free and safe for use, the USTC-AC Research Group 

makes no guarantee in this regard. 

6. All technical papers, documents and reports which use the MEDIC dataset should cite the 

following paper: Zhouan Zhu, Chenguang Li, Jicai Pan, Xin Li, Yufei Xiao, Yanan Chang, Feiyi 

Zheng & Shangfei Wang. MEDIC: A Multimodal Empathy Dataset in Counseling. Proceedings of 



the 31st ACM International Conference on Multimedia. 2023: 6054-6062. 

7. The final explanation of this agreement refers to USTC-AC. 

 

I have read and understood the user agreement and will comply with it. 

 

Name: ____________________________ Email: __________________________________ 

Institute: ___________________________________________________________________ 

Position (Title): _____________________ Address: ________________________________ 

Signature: __________________________ Date:___________________________________ 

 

Affiliated Researcher 1________________________________________________________ 

Affiliated Researcher 2________________________________________________________ 

Affiliated Researcher 3________________________________________________________ 

Affiliated Researcher 4________________________________________________________ 

Affiliated Researcher 5________________________________________________________ 

Affiliated Researcher 6________________________________________________________ 

Affiliated Researcher 7________________________________________________________ 

 


